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— Yn ad nos 
Pertinet, et neſcire malum eſt, agitamus ; utrumne 
Divitiis homines, an ſint virtute beati : 

Quidve ad amicitias, uſus reftumne trahat nos: 

Et quae fit natura boni, ſummumque quid ejus, 
Scilicet uni aequus virtuti, atque jus amicis. Hon. 
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To the Reader. 
1 T was apparently the deſign of my late moſt ingenious 


and intimate friend, in this undertaking, to expoſe the 

principles, and furniſh an antidote againſt their poiſon, con- 
tained in the philoſophical writings of a late noble and cele- 
brated author ; after the manner, in which Cardinal Polignac 
had treated Lucretius. And if Providence had been pleaſed to 
ſpare his life, to finiſh and put the laſt hand to this Fragment: 
the world would certainly have ſeen Anti-Bolin gbrobius, equal 
at leaſt to Anti- Lucretius. 

ALr I am affraid of is, that my ambition, to publiſh ſuch 
a Tranſlation, as might intitle me to tack my name to the 
immortality of his, may in the event have a quite contrary 
effect, and prove a diſgrace to both: to his, by praeſenting it 
in company with mine; to mine, by praeſuming tg. let! it ap- 
pear with his. However the worſt, that can be ſaid, is: that 
I have very ill executed a very good and great intention. 


Vet, under ſuch a cenſure, 1 ſhould be comforted, by the 
fatisfaQtion of having been ſo cloſely connected with my friend, 
as well in principles of religion, as in thoſe of politics ; 
that we both gloried in the opportunity of meeting our ad- 

verſaries, in either, on any ground whatſoever. 
Ir may, indeed, be very juſtly called a haſty performance. 
For in my journey, from Oxford to Bath, meeting with con- 
tinued 


114 ] 


tinued rain, which kept me three days on the road, in com- 
paſſion to my ſervants and horſes; and having my friend a 
pocket companion ; I found it the beſt entertainment my 
taedious batings could afford, to begin and finiſh this Tranſſa- 
7:01. But my praeſumption, as a Tranſlator, will be totally 
abſorbed, in the vortex of a far greater : : no leſs than an in- 


tention to complete, as far as my abiljtes will permit, this A 
Fragment, and pracſent i it, both i in Latin and Engliſh, under | ih 
the originally propoſed | title, Anti-Bolingbrokius. Fo | j 

ONE great advantage this Tranſlation r muſt neceſſarily have, by 1: 


making the excellent original more public, and conſequently 
more generally : admired. Its having been Printed, among his 
other Peems, by my "molt worthy and ingenious friend, his 
ſon, was onely_ for praeſents, not for fale. 
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bach Publications, m my plea” is: : 12 though F durſt a 


j ; 7 "Tt | 
have a to be the 5 nine, introducer of it; yet, it is 


the onely 5 to fix our admirable language to a ho 
nent fam dard and to praevent thoſe frequent mutations, to 


which it has been ſubject i in. every age, muſt be, t. o reduce it, 3 ; 5 f 
as nearly ag poſſible, to the orthography. of the; dead languages 1 
of Greek. and Latin, from which it has been 8 e (MEA, 1 
ſure, either mediately, or an derived, | RR 1 
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i A SECOND RELIGI10 MEDICI. 


1 ANTLBOLINGBROKIV'S, BOOK FIRST. 
9 a Tov yag x yi; bo. — ARATVS. ; 
Fe IRST, * hat there is a God, pow'rful, and wiſe, 


This beauteous world, His work, moſt loudly cries : 


This beauteous work demonſtrates, we are ſure, 
" Conſummate wiſdom, and conſummate pow'r. 
1 5 But granting this, beware you're not ſo vain, 

# How, juſt and good this God is, to explane : 


1 | Like + him, who, trifling impiouſly, brings - 
H To his falſe human teſt caeleſtial things; 
And, what muſt ſober minds with horror fill, 
10 Rules Heav'n's Almighty Ruler, at his will! 
I dare not ſay, how far this madneſs goes: 
For Who His juſtice and His goodneſs owes 


To thee; why valiant, and why temperate 
Shou'd He not alſo be? We yet more great, 
15 More wicked conſequences too, may ſtate, ; 


* Cato's So/zloguy. Addiſon. + Clarke, On the Attributes. 
£ Why 


1 FRAGMENT Y M. 

1 STFE 

*# _.A4NTI-BOLINGBROKIYVS. LIBERPRIMFPS. 
A RIIVCIPIO, quod fit Numen, ſapienſque, potenſque, 


1 Pulchra hacc þ oa guam finxit, fabrica mundi: 

* Summa ibi ſe monſtrat ſapientia, ſumma poteſtas. 

1 Verum hoc concedens, cave ne Juſtumque, bonumgque 

9 5 Eſſe Deum credas : nugator ut impius ille, 

1 Qui proprium ad modulum format divina; ſuogue, 
Horrendum ! arbitrio, Regem regit Omnidetentess i / 
Dicere vix auſim, quonamn ; hace dementia /erpat : 
Mam Cui juſtitiam tribuas, Cui des bonitatem, 

10 Cur non et fortis, cur non abſtemius Idem ? 

Imo et plura quidem, magis hiſque nefanda MO; 
ur 


1 6 

Why, by the elf lame rule, ſhou'd He not be, 
Since theſe are alſo human gifts we fee, _ 
As prone to anger, and revenge, as we?? 
Why theſe ſhou'd- He not partially love; ; 

20 And to thoſe as inexorable prove ? „ 
Some this believe; yet inconſiſtent are, 5 
And hope, ſuch God may be appeas'd by pray” > LE 
Therefore with gifts they to each altar run; Es 
As af by corrupt bribes Heav'n's Lord were won, 

25 Like one of ours; not like the Supreme Caule, 
Who form'd and rules All by aeternal laws. 
Theſe whims to liſt'ning crouds prieſts ſpread abroad, 
And, like themſelves, ere& a venal God, 
Now, if a ſtranger comet ſhall appear; 

30 Or, as“ late happen'd to excite our fear, 
The Earth ſhall tremble; or the gloom of night 
Gleam forth the dancing rays of Northern light; 

Or laſtly if in unexpected hour | 
Loud thunder ſhall exert its dreaded pow'r; 


* Our late Earthquakes. 
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Cur non, lege pari, nempe haec humana fatemur, 
Et e Deo pariter tribuatun, et ira ? 
, Cur non his faveat z f 3 fat inevoraBitis lis ? 

15 Sunt ita qui credunt ; adeo tamen haud ſibi conſtant 
Iidem, ut poſſe putent precibus miteſtere Numen: 
Ergo et dona ferunt, et ad omnes curritur aras ; 
M wneribuſque Deum quaerunt corrumpere, tanquam 
Satrapa quis fuerit ; ; non Is Qui condidit, et . 

20 Terrarum regit aeter nis legibus orbem. 

Uſque adeo in vulgum ſpargit commenta, ſuique 

Fingit ad exemplar Mumen venale ſacerdos. 1 
Jam, ſi forte novus peragret per Inane cometa; Y 
Motuve inſolito, noſtris ut nuper in oris, Z 

25 Bruta tremat tellus; aut hinc atque inde meantes : 3g 
Si Borea de parte vaporum igneſcere tractus 
Per noctem videas; ft denigue tempore ſudo 
Cum ſonitu ingenti fragor aetheris intonet ingens; 
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Which terrifying {igns, however great, | 


Revolving years do uſually repete : 


If any one fuch prodigy occurs, 

Strait there are found certain interpreters ; . 

Who, by their cunning craft, will never fail, 
Themfelves of fuch appearance to avail ; 
Who will ſome dreadful threat divine explane, 
And to atone it rich oblations gain. 
Therefore each matron, and each frightned fair 
Haſte to the temple, to renew their pray'r: - 
Here, the prieft each with ſuperſtition fills, 


And regulates thoſe fears, himſelf inſtills. 


With the ſame craft, like artifice is tried, 

To puff the mind up with as groundleſs pride: 
That man is God's paramount work, he holds, 
This globe, for his ſole uſe, that truth unfolds ! 
For him, her boſom the gay earth arrays, 

And her rich gems of ſplendid hue diſplays | 

For him, the tree its radiant branches ſhoots ; 
To pleaſe his taſte, preſents Ambroſial fruits! 
While to dire luxury they food afford, 

See, all hve creatures ſmoking on his board | 


Horrid ! 
Qualia multa redire ſolent redeuntibus annis : 
Haec ubi ; non deerit, ſibi qui bene verterit iſia 
Prodigia, interpres caeli; feret ille pavorem, 
Weſcio quae portenta canens, placandaque donis. 

rg0 omnis matrona, omniſque exterrita virgo 

Jam tum templa adeunt, fuſaeque altas ia circum 
LVota gravi renovant percuſſae corda timore, 
Sic regit ile metus quos indidit. Arte nec idem 
Diſſimili, faftu mentem diſtendit inant : 
Mempe, hominum gens chara Deo eft ſuper omnia ! Teſlis 
Haec, quam formawvit, nobis ut fit bene ſolis, 
Pulchra orbis facies | Tibi veſtit, homuncio, tellus 
Purpureis gremium gemmis 1 Tibi parturit arbos 
Ambroſios foetus 1 Tibi, fint ut miqua, tuaeque 
Pabula luxuriae, quicquid genus omne animantum 
Suppeditet, uenſas onerat fumanlibus extis I 


1 nfandum [ 


HS! 
Horrid ! who ſuch impicty can hear, 


And yet his indignation can forbear ? 
Dare you then, pygmy man, with narrow fence, 


60 Incloſe the diftus'd gifts of Providence; 


The King, and Common Father of us all, 
Who live and breathe on this terreſtrial ball ? 
Are you alone then bleſt? See, the ſweet life, 
The ſkipping lamb injoys, nor fears the knife! 


65 See, how his ſtarry tail the peacock ſpreads, 


And ev'n triumphing kings in pride excedes | 
See, the melodious lark with ſoaring wings 
Rouſes ſleepy Aurora, as he ſings | 

See, birds in turns, in concert now agree; 


70 While ecchoing groves reſound their harmony 


The fiſhes ſee, joy too in them praevales, 
While in the ſun they baſk their gilded ſcales: 


In ſhoals they fly, perſue ; they friſk and leap ; 


They dance, and hold their balls within the deep! 


45 Tnfandum ! Quis enim bonus iſta piacula dici 


Audiat, auditis et non ſlomacbetur? Homulle, 
Tune audes diffuſa Dei compingere in arftum 


Munera ? Communis Pater, et Rex omnibus Idem eft, 


Omnibus aetheria quotcungue hac paſeimur aura. 


50 Trne unus felix? Viden', ut per florea rura 


£Ex/ultim ludat, cultrique fit immemor agnus 
Adſpicis, ut pavo ſtellatam evolvere caudam 
Geſtiat, inceſſu reges imitatus ovanti l 

Surgit alauda canens, et inertem carmine laeto 


55 Suſcitat Auroram ! Videas certare volucres, 


Alternis alias, alias colludere feſto 
Concentu; numeris reſonat Nnemus omne canoris! 


Ruid piſces ® Anne his etiam ſua guadia deſunt ? 


En, ith ſquammias maculis auroque nitentes 


60 Cr ſoli oftentant I curſus nunc arque recurſus 


It varios iterant] fugiunt, haritergue fequuntur 


1: Numerum v V. mulantque choros agitare ſub undis! 


And 
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| [9] 
75 And can we ſtill continue to believe, 
That God to us all theſe, as ſlaves, wou'd give 5 
All other animals, in their degree, 
Live to themſelves as well as us, we ſee : 
We alſo live to them, though with more art, 
80 On this great ſtage, we act the hero's part. 
Inſtin& to them points out a happy plan: 
But reaſon's better law is giv'n to man, 
This, if he follows, opens to his view 
v'ry delightful track he ſhou'd perſue. 
85 This roll of Nature can no comment need: 
All that he ought to know, who runs may read, 
Does he yet more deſire? Wou'd he reach Heay'n, 
And ſoar from earth,“ oz wings to man not giv'n? 
The ox aſks not the lion's fangs and claws ; 
go Man's bounteous hand no lion's envy draws ; 


% Theſe all their order, which God gave perſue, 
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3 And never deviate from their ſeveral clue : 

RL Pennis non homini datis. Hor. 

4 Wau 
1 \ 

Þ Et credamus adhuc nobis haec oannia ſolis 

F Mancipii dare jure Deum Sibi cetera viuuut 

1 65 Mon minus ac nobis animalia; vivimus iſtis 

* Mos etiam, partes licet hoc in dramate primas 

- Hortiti: imperitans illis dedit eſſe beatts 


TnſftinTus; rationis, homo, tibi portio major : 
Qua duce ſi pergas, felicis ſemita vitae 
70 Prona patet; tibi pandit, egens inter prete nullo, 
Quicquid ſcire tuum eſt, rerum in compage volumen. 
Mum majora cupis? Mum vis ſtatione relitta 
In caelum ruere, et ferri ſuper aethera pennis 
Haud tibi forte datis ® Mon ora ungueſque leonts 
75 Bos optat; leo non humanae muncra dextrae:; 
Omnes hi, quemcunque dedit Deus ordine gaudent : 
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[To J 
While man, unleſs he ſcales Heav'n's bleſt aboidls, £ 
And ranks himſelf among immortal Gods, | 
5 Thinks he is wrong d in Providence's view, 
And clames the ſtars, as to his merits due. 
But to you, man, the prieſt this road muſt ſhew; 
Tis he muſt ope Heav'n's onely gate for you. 


Juſtice and goodneſs, namely, both divine, 


100 For mortal man, immortal gifts defign : 
Hence then, behold a God, in whom are found 
Juſtice and goodneſs, whick admit no bound! 


oo 


Grant this God juſt and good, in human ſenſe : ; 1 
Your ſole dominion will not flow from thence, 
105 Nor this excluſive grant of Providence. J 
Bur now, I ſee, with back ward ſtep you rove; 
And quite unravel all the web you wove. By er 
You now, in tears, aſſume a tragic ſtrain, 
And dolefully, of man's hard fate complane. ES 
| 1 9 This 


N homo, ni Divũm ſedes, conſortia Drivim 
Obtineat, queritur fe laedi a Numine, tanguam 
Ipfius ob meritum fibi debita vindicet aſtra. 

80 Attamen buc tibi ſpondet iter munire ſacerdos ;_ 
Zanua promiſſi per quem patet unica caeli. 
Juſtitia baec homini, bonitas divina reſervat 
Praemia, mortali nempe immortalia : juſtus 
Scilicet eft fine fine Deus, fine fine benignus ! 

85 Ferum age, fac juſtum, fac nofiro more bonumgque : 
Mon ſat erit, tibi quod dominari in cetera detur, 
Terra quod baec tam pulchra homini conceſſa fit uni. 

Sed nunc te retrahis, video, nunc fila retexis : 
Meſcis quae jam nunc lacrymoſa ſoph ;/mata fingis, 
99 Deque bominum fato nunc lamentaris iniguo- 
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110 This charming ſeat, that was ſo late deſign'd, 
As a moſt proper palace for mankind, 
No for a ſickly mortal crew, you call 
A filthy gaol, a frightful hoſpital! 
| But better taught, by wiſe experience, 
115 I look on things in quite a different ſence: 
For though unbridled paſſion gains its ſway, 
And leads mankind in general aſtray, 
To ſay nought of myſelf, I hold, they've got, 
Each in his ſev'ral ſtate, a happy lot; 
120 At leaſt, on this we ſurely may- depend, 
Not ſuch, as theſe fad ſophiſters praetend. 
Though round the world Pandora's miſchiefs flie, 
Hope at the bottom of her box will lie; | 
ä Hope ſtill attends us, to our lateſt breath, - 
125 Norev'n deſerts us at the point of death. _ 
Nov, if perchance my crede you wou'd require, 


I freely will comply with your deſire. 
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While, 


Quae modo pulchra domus, dominoque aptiſſima tanto _ 
Regia, nunc eadem tellus mortalibus aegris 
Informe hoſpitium eſt, et carcere foedius omni. 
Me melius docuit rerum experientia ſolers : 
95 Mam licet effraenata trahit quocunque libido, 
Maxima pars hominum, ut de me taceam ipſe, feratur, 
Horum ego crediderim fortem tamen eſſe beatam ; 
Certe non miſeram, prout hi docuere ſophiſtae. 
Quicquid enim Pandora mali diffundet in orbem, 
100 Fabula uti narrat, ſpes fundo in pyxidis imo, 
Spes comitatur adhuc, nec in ipſa morte relinquit. 
Jam, ſi forte roges, mea quid ſententt?, dicam : 3 
od. 1 
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While, with'due ſleadineſs, I truth maintain, 


Prieſts, with united voice, reclame in vain 

Here will I hold. All things in courſe procede, 

As their Almighty Author firſt decreed: 

All kingdoms, cities, people, ev'ry one, 

Are regulated by this law alone. 

Therefore, live quite contented with your Rate, 

Nor ſeek what follows, when you yield to fate: 

Death is the utmoſt end of all your cares, 

For which old-age flow creeping on praepares, 

The ills of life grow with increaſing years, 

Till death's kind hand aeternal quiet bears. 

Yet, no ſmall ſervice,” I muſt fairly own, 

This fable of a future life has done : 

The doctrine was by wiſeſt antients plann'd 

Nor can, without it, any kingdom ſtand. 

Mean while, it is the end of all my views, 

To ſeck what's true, not what may be/of. uſe, I 

To point the onely road, that Wiſdom e 2 
* Cato's Sali oquy. Addiſon. 
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Haud me namque piget, quamvis uno ore reclament 
Cuncla ſacerdotum coliegia, dicere verum. 


| Nempe ego fic ſtatuo. Stabili res ordine pergunt 


Ordine quaeque ſuo, fic primo ab origine mumdi 
Fuſjerat Omnipotens : lege hac humana reguntur 
Ommna, regia, urbes, hominum gens omnis ad unum. 
Ergo, vive tua contentus ſorte, nec ipſi 

Ruaere quid extincto at: mors ultima meta eft, 

Cui te Jaulatim ſubrepens praeparat aetas. 

Taedia nam vitae creſcunt, creſcentibus annis, 
Donec mors aderit fefſae opportuna ſenectae, 

Prae manibus geſtans aeternae dona quietis. 

Haud equidem inficior, rebus quin utile _— 
Commentum ſiet haec venturae fabula vita: : 

Scilicet, bee docuit ſapientia priſca, nec ulla 

Stare quidem poterunt, dempto hoc fundamine, regna. 
Interea, non gude fint commoda quae rere noſtr um eſt, 


At quccunqiæ diam Sophias vex monſ{rat eundum. 
Me 


150 


133 


160 


165 


130 


135 


It makes, with me, no ſort of difference; 


m7 
As to myſelf, whether, when in my grave, 
Aeternal reſt I certainly ſhall have; 

Or, as theſe ſay, an after life commence, 


By a wiſe pow'rful God, I know, I'm made, 

And, therefore, of no future fate affraid. 
Tnus HE. — Admir'd for philoſophic ſenſe, 

For fparkling wit, ſuperior eloquence: 

Whoſe poliſh'd ftile, and well form'd argument, 

My verſe, in faint ſketch onely repraeſent. 

Grant this; and I will ev'n confeſs it too, 

He, here, ſays ſome things /o/id, /prightly, true: 

But now on truth, on falſehood now he treads, 

And in ſo ſerpentine a courſe procedes ; 

"Tis hard to gueſs, whither his ſteps will tend, 

And where his journey at the laſt will end. 

Whether he acts thus, on a baſe deſign, 

And baits the hook, that ends his treach'rous line, 

His poiſon'd ſteel the better to convey, 

And catch more ſurely the unwary prey: 


- Or 


Me ſive aeterna componat pace ſepulchrum ; 
Sive quid witerius poſt funera reſtet, ut ainunt, 
Tantundem eſt; ſcio me ſapiente, potente creatum 
Mumine, ſecurus quicqutd mihi fata reſervent. 
Haec ILLE.—Eloguio pariterque ac mente ſagaci, 
Forte ut credideris princeps, licet illius artes 
Dicendi egregias noſtrum vix carmen adumbret. 
Eſio; nec inficior, graviter guin multa, facete 
Plurima, nonnulla ac videatur dicere vere: 
Aft idem interea veris ita falſa remiſcet, 
Torque per ambages movet agmine ſerpentino, 
Quonam ut tendat iter vix demum agnoſcere poſſes. 
Side hoc fraude mala faciat, prudenſque ſcienſgue 
Confilium tegat, incautum ut nec tale ti mentem 
Alliciens animum, fallat gratiore venens : 


Seu 


n 


Or whether, as one rather wou'd believe, 
His doubting judgment flying clouds deceive; -- 
For tis but lately that he has applied 
170 To abſtruſe ſubjects, and his genius tried. _ 
Why need I ſhew, how oft himſelf he wounds, 
While doctrines ſo diſcordant he propounds ? 
God's goodneſs, he for inſtance thinks it clear, 
Can ſ no argument be made appear: 
175 And yet, this God he ſcruples not to call, 
The Common Father, who provides for all; 
Who reaſon's aid has giv'n, he does eon | 
To lead man in. the road to happineſs. 
_— How true is this! How quick a change is made 
180 Each man is happy without reaſon s aid. 
Do you ſay this? You who philoſophiſe, Te 
And hold, there is a God, pow'rfull, and wiſe ? 
Clame then no greater wiſdom of your own, 


To teach a better way than God has done. 


But, 


1 


Seu potius credas, quis enim non credere mallet, 
Circumfuſa tenent dubiam quia nubila mentem; 
Serus enim abſiruſis admovit rebus acumen. 

Quid tibi praeterea memorem, quam ſaepe ſuo ſe 

140 Confodiat mucrone, docens pugnantia ſecum ? 

F Nempe Dei bonitas, huic ſi vis credere, nuſquam 
Apparet: Deus interea eft, prout iþſe fatetur, 
Communis Pater, et Qui proſpicit omnibus aeque: 
Ille dedit rationis opem, qua, ſi libet uti, 

145 Felicem ſibi quiſque queat procudere vitam. 
Hactenus bie recte, mo adſpice quam fibi diſcors 1 
Quiſque, ait, eſt felix, etiam ratione relicta. 
Siccine rem ſlatuis? Tu qui ſapienſque, poten/que © 
Agnoſcis Numen ? Cave ne ſapientior ipſo 

I $9 Mumine ſit, meliore via, quam qua Deus ire 
Jura optatam qui ſcit contingere metam. 


Unde 


ö 11 * 
185 But, whence does this new principle appear? 
Dat each in happineſs ſhall have his ſhare. 
Shall then your happy man no difference ſee, 
If he, or honeft, or a villain be? 
What, will you then thus daringly profeſs, 
190 That virtue bears no part in happineſs ? 
Can happineſs behold theſe ſons of hers 
Spendthrifts, whoremongers, or adulterers ? 


Can he too travel in this happy way, 
Who ſhall his country, and his friends betray ? 


195 T /ay not this. In words, indeed, but you, ) 
In fact, this moſt indiſputably do, TT 
Unleſs you wou'd a contradiction ſhew. ſ 


What can you anſwer? You muſt ſurely own, 
The ſeeds of vice in evry clime are ſown: 
200 And ſhooting up luxuriant, in each field, 


The proſpect of a plenteous harveſt yield. 
But, 


nde ſed hoc conflat, res omnibus ire beate? 
Milne etenim diftat, frugi, nequamne ſit ille, 
Quem tu felicem cenſes ? Pulcherrima virtus 
155 Haec nihil ad vitam poſſit conferre beatam ? 
Mum tibi decoctor felix, num ganeo, moechus 9 
um patriam, atque ſuos qui prodidit, iſne beatus ? 
Non iſthoc aio: verbis haud, re tamen ifthoc : 
Mamu hoc dicendum, nift vis pugnantia dici. 
160 Ecquid reſpondes ? Meque enim te poſſe negare 
Crediderim, quin nequitiae ſæges omnibus oris 
Floreat, inque dies creſcens caput- exſerat alte. 
2 


Ferum 


"TI Ws” 
But, let it then be granted, if you OY 
That now Aſtraea's fled, men may at caſe 
Live as they like; or well, or ill content 

205 That this, to them, is quite indifferent. 


Let man, all vice delighting to - ar | 
In ſpite of God, attain to happineſs. | "= 


Thus far the aurber” s \ face: allows : the — 
1s undertaken by bis faithful friend. 


END OF.BOOK FIRST. 


2 erum eflo, id fi vis, terras Aftraea gegner, 
Jucunde ut vivi pofſit ; bene necme; quid ad rem ? 
165 Sit malus et vetors, invito Muminæ felix. 


Ld 


Auctorem huc zerris oſtendunt fata, nec ultra 
Eſſe ſinunt: finem fidus meditatur amicus. 
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